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GREENEBAUMS CREATE ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP IN RADIATION ONCOLOGY AT UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Greenebaums’ $1.5 Million Gift Will Support Research in Perpetuity

Mohan Suntha, M.D., has become the first Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum Endowed Professor in Radiation Oncology at the University of Maryland School of Medicine.


The newly created endowed professorship is the result of a generous gift from the Greenebaums, lifelong Baltimoreans and dedicated philanthropists with a legacy of giving to health-related causes.


As an endowment, the Greenebaum’s $1.5 million gift will be invested, and the principal will remain untouched. The return on the investment will support radiation oncology research at the University of Maryland School of Medicine every year in perpetuity. 


Dr. Suntha, a professor of radiation oncology, specializes in the treatment of head and neck and esophageal cancers. He also is associate director of clinical affairs at the University of Maryland Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum Cancer Center.


“What I believe makes Dr. Suntha extraordinary is a rare kind of brilliance that resides as much in his heart as in his head,” says Mr. Greenebaum.


The Greenebaums hope their gift will not only perpetuate the research of Dr. Suntha, but that it also will assist the University of Maryland School of Medicine in recruiting more outstanding researchers.


“The medical environment is highly competitive,” says Mr. Greenbaum. “To be able to attract the best of the best, you have to have a system which provides faculty members with stability and financial support, and encourages opportunities to explore.”


E. Albert Reece, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A., vice president for medical affairs, and the John Z. and Akiko K. Bowers Distinguished Professor and Dean of the University of Maryland School of Medicine, expressed his gratitude to the Greenebaums, saying, “Within academia, endowed professorships are a coveted and widely recognized accolade, signaling a colleague at the top of his or her field. Endowed professorships are the most powerful tools that we have to recruit and retain the best faculty members.”



 “I am exceedingly grateful for this gift,” says Dr. Suntha. “But I am even more grateful for the Greenebaums’ friendship and the fact that they would choose to recognize our department and me in this way.”


Dr. Suntha, whose work focuses on designing novel approaches to improve the outcomes of patients who undergo radiation treatments for head and neck and esophageal cancers, will invest the funds directly into the research infrastructure of the Department of Radiation Oncology.
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